
British Columbia Confederation of Parent Advisory
Councils(BCCPAC) Leadership Summit November 18th 2022

Honorable Minister Whiteside

Honorable Minister Whiteside was our first presenter for the summit. She shared a lot of
numbers with us - mostly supporting ministry spending and priorities over the last few years.

In 2021 BC’s population grew by 100,000 people.  60% came from other countries and 40%
came from other provinces.  Expecting 100,000-200,000 new residents in 2022.

The education budget has had a $2 billion increase since 2016-2017.

Between 2010-2017 $ 3 billion went to creating 78 new schools or expanding existing schools.

231 new Playgrounds have received funding since the funding program started in 2018.  $30
million spent in that time.

The Ministry is looking at implementing a program that reduces childcare fees of up to $500 per
child per month.  This amount is set to increase later to $900 less per child per month.

Minister Whiteside promoted a book called Wahi Wah! Indigenous Pedagogies by Jo Chrona AN
ACT FOR RECONCILIATION AND ANTI-RACIST EDUCATION. In this book it talks about how the
words heart and mind are connected and it is very important to bring the heart and mind
together.

Indigenous content requirement for graduation will be in effect for the next school year.



SOGI remains a Ministry focus so that kids see themselves reflected in the adults around them.
This is about inclusion and the capacity to support all children.  It is not about curriculum, it is
about safety and inclusion that is based on our human rights code.

Information focusing on consent is coming out in the next few weeks and this includes supports
and resources for students and teachers.  The curriculum for Grade 11 and 12’s will soon
include a section on consent and well being.They haven’t figured out yet which subject this will
fall under.  This was asked for by parents at BCCPAC and the Ministry is responding by adding
this to the curriculum.

Question to the Minister was about  the Ministry's view on FSA’s.  Minister feels they are an
important way to see the overall picture in the province, however, this data can and is misused
by some which is why there is controversy.  This is an important measure for indigenous
communities to see how their students are doing relative to the others in the province.

Question to the Minister about the new grading system in BC and how it affects post secondary
education.  This is still a work in progress that was derailed by covid and is now due to be
resolved and released.  Info should be available in the new year.

Question to the Minister.  Why is PROFICIENT the goal for students not EXTENDING?  This is
because we want students to be proficient.  Extending is there because some kids are
extending and this needs to be recognized.  We recognize when a child is  DEVELOPING or
EMERGING , so we need to recognize the kids on the other side of PROFICIENT as well.  This
new scale is more similar to what you expect from your employer evaluations so they feel why
not start this language with children from the beginning. “ PROFICIENT means you have
mastered the content.

Topics commonly brought forward to the Ministry from the Parents: Climate change,
Environmental science, K-5 Computer science in inner city schools, PE and health education for
grade 11 and 12 students.

Lucas Corwin  Ministry of Education Executive Director, Sector Performance Branch,
Governance and Analytics Division.

This speaker provided information on the  Framework for Enhancing Student Learning (FESL).
The purpose of the FESL is to support public accountability for student outcomes.



What is the framework?

1) Focuses on the whole system
2) Aims to continuously improve educational outcomes for BC students
3) Aims to improve equity for:

● Indigenous students
● Children and Youth in care
● Students with disabilities or diverse abilities

Ministerial Reporting Order came out in June 2020 that outlines the Ministry’s and School
Boards Commitments for reporting this includes:

-outlines requirements for Enhancing student learning Reports, including data analysis
-needs to be publicly accessible to all parents



https://studentsuccess.gov.bc.ca/ is a public website that parents can access at the Ministry.

https://studentsuccess.gov.bc.ca/


12 of 60 school districts are beginning their strategic planning cycle this year.  (The SD8
strategic plan is for 2018-2023 so I believe we are one of these 12). The ministry will be
working with them on best practices for engaging the community. Abbotsford SD is
considered a “rock star” by the ministry for their strategic plan but the parents may not agree
with this perspective.  Ladysmith is winning awards for their strategic plan and the parents
shared this perspective.

Jennifer MCCrea
Assistant Deputy Minister - System Liaison and Supports Division

Jennifer announced a bunch of new services and resources that the Ministry will be releasing in
the next few weeks and months which are accessible to parents.

The first is a new resource for substance abuse



There is a lot of work on resources and education for parents and students on consent.  This is
due to Hopefully be released in the next 2 weeks.  There will also be a new section on the
ERASE website on consent.  Erase content will include:

● What is Consent?
● What it isn’t.
● Equal Power
● How to take action
● Sexual violence
● Youth dating violence





SOGI



SOGI is in the BC Human Rights Code and is not optional.  Inclusion of SOGI is a Human rights
mandate that the Ministry of Education must follow.

LGBTQ2S+ have a 7% higher suicide rate than the rest of the population and this is not
acceptable.  SOGI helps these students to see themselves reflected in the adults supports that
are present in their lives and this brings down suicide rates.



A specific Indigenous anti racism policy is coming to the Ministry soon.



Denise Augustine Superintendent of Indigenous Education and Brad Baker Associate
Superintendent of Indigenous. Education

Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People - new law in BC.  That makes Indigenous
people not just stakeholders but rights holders in BC.  This is a huge step for reconciliation.
Data supports that what is good and works for Indigenous learners is good for the entire student
population.

This new law is an important step towards true and lasting reconciliation. It recognizes
Indigenous rights and will create stronger communities, good jobs and prosperity for everyone in
BC.

Putting things in Perspective

579,000 Students in BC
69,200 Indigenous Students in BC
8001 Students in BC Students living on reserve in BC



Telling the Truth.

20% gap between Indigenous and non-indigenous students in 6 year completion rates.
(73% vs 93%)

The gap grows an additional 11% between first Nations Students on reserve vs. non-indigenous
students (62.% vs 93%)



Equity + Action Framework - ask your District to see yours.  Every District has this plan and it
should be available for viewing by all parents.

What is your local Education Agreements (LEA'S)?



(IEC ) Indigenous Education Councils - is the SD8 ACE considered an IEC?  Does SD8 have an
LEA?

All status Indians are still considered wards of the state and this holds them down and under a
thumb.  The name hasn’t even changed from Indians to Indigenous peoples.  How would you
feel as an adult being a ward of the state?

The Ministry mandates that one of the 6 Pro D  days in the school year needs to be focused on
Indigenous education. What is your district doing?  All parents should be invited and welcomed
to professional development days.  SD 8 Indigenization Pro D is on April 17 2023. So far a
Keynote by Chief Cadmus Delorme is planned, as per the September 20, 2022 Aboriginal
Committee of Education meeting minutes

A 4 Point Checklist to see if you are practicing true inclusion and reconciliation practices and
understanding the true lives and needs of your local Indigenous community.

1) When was the last Indigenous Ceremony you attended?
2) Who is the elder you are connected to?
3) When was the last time you spent time in the Kitchen with the Matriarchs of your local

Indigenous community at a community event?
4) Do you know 10 sentences in the local Indigenous Language?



What is the new Indigenous Education Requirement that goes into effect in the 2023-2024
school year?



Public Health Update - Dr. Geoff Mckee, BCCDC.

The speaker shared data current as of November 17 about COVID/flu/RSV/other illnesses,
vaccine information, other public health info and a BC Children’s Hospital tool on when to seek
emergency care.

1) Respiratory illness in children.

2) Child vaccines

3) Other measures.

1) Respiratory illness
Covid
Hand hygiene
Vaccination Stay home
Respiratory Etiquette

30 % of 7 year olds are not up to date with regular childhood vaccinations. 2012-2022  went up
and down by 1-2% over 10 years but are the same for 2012 and 2022 at 70%. The numbers of
immunized children are higher as children get older and are in school.  Only 0.5% refused all
vaccinations in 2020 and 1% in 2022.



When to bring your child to the BC Children's Emergency Department
(bcchildhttp://www.bcchildrens.ca/about/news-stories/stories/when-to-bring-your-child-to-the-em
ergency-departmentrens.ca)

Mental health in kids is still a problem especially in teens.

http://www.bcchildrens.ca/about/news-stories/stories/when-to-bring-your-child-to-the-emergency-department
http://www.bcchildrens.ca/about/news-stories/stories/when-to-bring-your-child-to-the-emergency-department
http://www.bcchildrens.ca/about/news-stories/stories/when-to-bring-your-child-to-the-emergency-departmentrens.ca
http://www.bcchildrens.ca/about/news-stories/stories/when-to-bring-your-child-to-the-emergency-departmentrens.ca
http://www.bcchildrens.ca/about/news-stories/stories/when-to-bring-your-child-to-the-emergency-department


Minister Katrina Chen
Minister of State for Child Care.

From 2017 to 2022 a lot of progress has been made related to childcare.  Basically from having
almost nothing to now in 2022 having a plan, spaces available and reduced fees.

Cut fees up to $900 affordable childcare benefit. For Kids under 5 per month per

Next year cuts of up to half for school age children in fees for childcare.

More money is going into childcare than ever before.  Strong Start, Seamless Day and Daycare
are all areas of focus for the Ministry.

Portables (now called learning studios or modulars) are being used where space is an issue to
increase capacity at schools to give childcare options to families that are connected to the
school.

Day 2

BCCPAC Leadership Summit

The second day is about BCCPAC business and not presenters and speakers.  This is where
we get a chance to connect with the BCCPAC executive and discuss topics and concerns that
BCCPAC is hearing from the DPAC’s.  As always there was a call for updating and paying our
membership dues for this year.

Districts Territorial Acknowledgements is an area that constantly needs to be improved upon.
This is something that is not supposed to be just a written statement but it is supposed to be
something that comes from within when we acknowledge the beautiful lands that we share.
Make an attempt to make these more fluid and less of something that needs to be said.  One
way of doing this is to read the written acknowledgement and then elaborate upon the lands in
the season you are in to personalize it.

The acknowledgements this year at BCCPAC were different every time and personal and
beautiful.  We should all strive for this.

We had 2 slides full of questions that we were supposed to get through but discussions don’t
always happen quickly.  Each table was asked to choose one item on the list and then hand in
our notes to BCCPAC.

These are topics that BCCPAC is looking for feedback from the DPAC’s on and as such we feel
these are questions we need to ask at our DPAC meeting.  We should also send these out to
our School PAC’s and gather their feedback and then we can collate the information we gather
and have our DPAC send in our District’s feedback to BCCPAC.




